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The Cure for Snakebites 
“Anyone who is bitten can look at it and live.” Numbers 21:8 

 

 How many people have ever touched a snake? Who would like to have a snake as a pet? There are many things 

people can be afraid of, like speaking in front of a large crowd, flying in an airplane, climbing up a high tower, or being 

caught in a tight space where you couldn’t move. These are called phobias. Phobias are fears of something. Maybe you 

have a phobia of being in the dark, or thunder storms. Phobias aren’t much fun. A survey was taken of what people are 

most afraid of. Snakes was the number one answer. Why is that? Perhaps it’s because we know how sneaky Satan was 

in the Garden of Eden when he disguised himself as a snake. Or perhaps it’s because snakes often frighten us when they 

sneak up behind us. Or maybe it’s even because we know some snakes are deadly if they would bite us. 

 Our devotion this week is about bad snakes and one good snake. You may remember the story about Moses 

leading the Israelites out of Egypt. They crossed the Red Sea and wandered for many years in the wilderness before 

God was ready for them to enter the land he would give to them. While in the desert, the people often grumbled to 

Moses. They grumbled about not having enough water to drink, and not liking the food God had given them to eat. One 

day they came to Moses and complained, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? There is 

no bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!” How ungrateful these people were. They weren’t 

complaining to Moses, they were really complaining to God. 

 The Lord became angry with their hateful attitude. He felt the time had come to put an end to their complaints. 

Without warning the Lord sent a large amount of deadly snakes among them. They slithered on the ground and bit at 

the Israelite’s feet. Whoever was bitten died. It was a terrible punishment for their sin of ungratefulness. 

 “Please, Moses,” the people shouted, “we have sinned. Pray to God that he would remove these dreadful snakes.” 

Moses prayed, and the Lord instructed him to make a snake out of bronze and attach it to the top of a high pole. Then, 

whenever a snake would bite, the person needed only to look at the snake on top of the pole and they would live.   

 This story can have much meaning for us today, especially when we think about looking up to the figure on the 

pole and being saved. Jesus once said about himself in John 3:14, “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 

even so must the Son of Man be lifted up.” He was telling us that if we fix our eyes on him, we will be saved. The cross 

of Jesus is where all people can find salvation. Romans 5:8 says it this way, “God demonstrates his own love for us in 

this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

 

In Christ, Mike Allard, Principal @ St. John’s 
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Basketball Practice: 
  Thursday, 12/9  4:00-6:00 
  Tuesday, 12/14  4:00-6:00 
  Thursday, 12/16  4:00-6:00 

 
12/19-Christmas Service:  All students in grades K-8 are 

expected to participate in our children’s Christmas service on Sunday, 
December 19th. This is part of our religion curriculum, so all students are 
expected to participate in the entire service, which will be held from 
9:00-10:00 a.m. 

 
12/21-ELC Christmas Service:  We will be having a special 

Christmas service for our 3K/4K students on Tuesday, December 21, at 
6:00 p.m. in the church. All are invited to attend. We hope all of our 
3K/4K students can participate and that parents and many others can 
attend. 

 
Bruce Mound Field Trip:  Grades 2-8 will be having a fun day at 

Bruce Mound on Tuesday, December 21st. Parents, please fill out the 
permission slips and return them as soon as possible, along with 
payment. 

 
Upcoming School/ELC Schedule:  There will be no school 

December 23rd through January 4th. 
The Early Learning Center will be closed December 24 and December 31. 
 

SCRIP:  Are you looking for Christmas gifts for that "hard-to-buy-for" 

person? Perhaps a gift card would be a good choice. We are offering 
SCRIP gift cards for the holiday season. Through our SCRIP program, gift 
cards from many different companies, from gas stations to grocery stores 
to retailers, are available. We buy the cards at a discount and sell them 
to you at face value. By making use of SCRIP you can purchase gifts for 
family and friends and help your school at the same time.  
New SCRIP order forms are available from the school office. Orders and 
payment are due by next Tuesday, December 14. 
 

PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES:  If you would like to 

reschedule a conference please reach out to your child’s teacher. 
  

Upcoming 
Events 

Thurs, Dec 9 
Basketball Practice 
   4:00-6:00 
 

Sun, Dec 12 
Worship 9:00 am 
 
Sunday School 10:15 am 
 
Bible Class 10:15 am 
 

Tues, Dec 14 
Basketball Practice 
   4:00-6:00 
 
Worship 6:00 pm 
 

Wed, Dec 15 
Chapel  8:15 am 
 

Thurs, Dec 16 
Basketball Practice 
   4:00-6:00 
 

Fri, Dec 17 
Faculty Mtg 3:15 pm 

 
Sun, Dec 19 

Grades K-8 Christmas 
Program 9:00 am 
 
Sunday School 10:15 am 
 
Bible Class 10:15 am 
 

Tues, Dec 21 
Bruce Mound Trip (Grades 
2-8)  9:00-2:00 
 
3K/4K Christmas Program 
   6:00 pm 
 

December 23-January 4 
No School-Christmas Break 
 

Fri, Dec 24 
ELC Closed 
 
Christmas Eve Service 
   6:00 pm 
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Gala/Auction Wrap-Up:  We would like to 

thank everyone who came for the Playground 
Gala/Fundraiser at Fannie's. We had a great 
turnout, and it was wonderful to see so many 
there. Very special thanks also goes to all 
individuals and businesses within the community 
who donated auction items or cash. We had a wide 
variety of items available. We thank all who had 
fun participating in the auction. We also thank 
Fannie's Supper Club for the delicious meal and for 
allowing us to use their banquet room. Over 
$14,700 was raised for our playground, and that 
wouldn't have been possible without the support 
of so many!! 

 
Sunday School:  Classes are open to all 

children age 3 through 8th grade, and will be held 
from 10:15 to 11:30 in the school/ELC for grades 1-
8, and 10:15-11:00 for grades 3K/4K and 
Kindergarten. Any children are welcome. You do 
not have to be members of St. John's.  

 

 

Miles Glassbrenner-Nov 17 

The “Student of the Week” this week is Miles 
Glassbrenner. Miles is in 2nd Grade. He always gets 
his work done, is respectful, and is helpful in the 
classroom. 

 

Congratulations, Miles! 

 

Ezra Allard-Dec 1 

The “Student of the Week” this week is Ezra Allard. 
Ezra is in 2nd Grade. He has been working hard on 
paying attention in class, does very well in all his 
subjects, and is helpful to his fellow classmates. 

 

Congratulations, Ezra! 

 

Mason Dux-Dec 8 

The “Student of the Week” this week is Mason Dux. 
Mason is in 5th Grade. He is always well-behaved 
and respectful, sets a good example for his 
classmates, and has been doing very well 
participating more in class. 

 

Congratulations, Mason! 
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